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1934, they signed a commercial treaty, Goering came
to Belgrade shortly afterwards and visited Jevtitch,
expressing Germany's wish that Jugoslavia should
become united and powerful.

King Alexander was asked whether It meant that
Jugoslavia was thinking of deserting France, He said
he would always remain loyal to his allies. His less
strained relationship with Germany held nothing in-
compatible with friendship with France. That was
true. France was considered to have done but little
for Serbia after the war, but the King never wavered in
his sentimental devotion to the country for whom his
father had fought in 1870, to the France he had been
brought up to admire. In a way, Alexander, always
reading the French classics, lived with the French. He
had become almost French, It is characteristic of the
French that they will take help where they can find it.
They are logical. The Serbs also are logical, perhaps
not so much so, but Alexander saw that there was some
profit in having an understanding with Germany, the
more so as at that time the Na7is did not see eye to eye
with the Italians as regards the future of Austria. Hitler
was laying claim to rule every German minority in the
world and there was a minority under Italian rule.

The Nazi coup d'Etat in Austria in July, 1934, failed.
It was not merely the murder of Chancellor Dollfuss
that had been contemplated, but an armed rising and the
seizure of the power of the state with a view to uniting
with Germany. It got little further than the temporary
conquest of the radio station of Vienna, The Nazi
armed bands overestimated their strength and the
support that might be forthcoming from Germany.
Italy moved forces to the Brenner and was prepared to
occupy Vienna. There ensued a speedy flight of the
conspirators over the Jugoslav frontier, over the
German frontier. The Jugoslavs interned the rebels
of their territory but treated them hospitably. It would
be a mistake to imagine that King Alexander was ready